
NOVEMBER EDITION

BRA WILLIE POSTER & EXHIBITION

The National Library of South Africa (NLSA) through its outreach unit 
the Centre for the Book (CFB) in collaboration with the Department 
of Correctional Services and the George Municipality hosted the 
9th Funda Mzantsi Championship (FMC) in the town of George, 
Western Cape from 01 to 05 October 2018 under the theme 
“Building Creative Minds”.

A record number of 72 book clubs competed in this year’s Reading 
Championship with more than 900 spectators making their way to 
witness the various categories of competition taking place, 
including Reading, Debating, Book Reviewing and a Spelling Bee. In 
this the 9th Funda Mzantsi Championship, learners from across South 
Africa belonging to book clubs established by the Centre for the Book 
competed in the 11 official South African languages.  This year’s 
competition also saw the participation of a book club of visually 
impaired persons.  

Day one of the FMC included a special broadcast on 
Morning Live where Prof Rocky 
Ralebipi-Simela, National Librarian 
and CEO of the NLSA highlighted 
the importance of hosting the 
reading championship and the 
many lives and minds touched as a 
result. "Libraries are safe havens for 
imaginative minds," she 
commented.  

NLSA staff assisted in various areas of 
the reading championship including 
time-keeping, adjudication and 
logistics. The Championship took place 

simultaneously at three venues, Eden Church, Conville Community 
Hall and Thembalethu Community Hall to accommodate the 
increased number of participants. Four days of competition 
culminated in a prize-giving ceremony at the Eden Church.

Needless to say, the success of the 9th Funda Mzantsi Championship 
could not have been achieved without the commitment and 
efforts of all partners. This year’s Championship saw the 
participation of Liberty Life. Having Liberty Life recognise and 
support the value of the FMC in promoting a culture of reading in 
our country is exciting and we look forward to a beneficial 
partnership.
 
Here’s looking to a bigger and better 10th Funda Mzantsi        
Championship!
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The 19th annual LIASA Conference took place from 08 to 12 October 
2018 at the Cape Town International Convention Centre under the 
theme: Library and Information Science (LIS) professionals serving the 
industry as agents of community development and social 
transformation. The conference once again allowed LIS professionals 
a platform to reflect on the current state of libraries and librarianship 
in South Africa as informative sessions sharing critical information 
about the Library and Information Services sector was shared and 
exchanged. The conference culminated in a Gala Dinner on the final 
evening.  

A full house at the workshops presented by the National Library of 
South Africa (NLSA) was indicative of the importance of the work 
NLSA is doing, not only in South Africa, but in Africa and the world.  
NLSA’s National Librarian and CEO together with the Executive 
Director: Core Programmes co-presented Libraries in the 
Development Agenda. The NLSA’s Mzansi Libraries On-Line (MLO) 
Project hosted a session which allowed all nine Provincial Library 
Services to share impact stories of how the project positively 
impacted their communities. 

“The computers installed in identified community libraries, through the 
MLO Project, bridged the digital divide. The NLSA’s MLO Project 
allowed identified community libraries to better meet the information 
needs of their communities,” said Dr Maepa, Executive Director: Core 
Programmes. 

Prof. Rocky Ralebipi-Simela also addressed delegates during the 
NCLIS session, which focused on how the Counsel was founded and 
its primary role as an advisory committee.  

The NLSA exhibited at the LIASA Conference; once again hosting 
NLSA Village together with the nine Provincial Library Services.  On the 
NLSA stand, staff promoted the NLSA, its mandate, programmes and 
projects and also promoted the NLSA’s 200 Years Celebration and 
Treasure House of Knowledge exhibition. A highlight of this year’s 
exhibition was definitely the NLSA selfie frame which brought many 
visitors to the stand! 

Be sure to visit the NLSA’s Facebook (National Library of South Africa) 
and Twitter (@NLSA1) feeds for photographs and commentary from 
the Conference. 
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NLSA Special Collections Senior
Librarian Ms. Melanie Guestyn
explaining the 200 Years exhibition 
to interested visitors.

NLSA Preservation and
Conservation Services Supervisor
Mr. Leonard Benjamin takes a
photo with the NLSA's popular 
selfie frame. 

NLSA staff from the Pretoria and 
Cape Town Campuses at the 2018 
LIASA Conference at the Cape 
Town ICC.

Librarians from across the country
answering the important question:
"What Are You Reading Now" as 
they collect shopper bags from the 
NLSA stand.

NLSA Information Access Services 
Manager Mrs. Najwa Hendrickse 
catches up with a fellow LIS 
stakeholder at the LIASA 
Conference exhibition area.  

Centre for the Book Manager Mr.
Mandla Mona explaining the Reprint
of the Classics programme to visitors 
at the NLSA's exhibition stand. 


