
 

 

 

 

           15 December 2021 

 

PESP Interns – Thank You and Farewell   

 

I would like to greet all of you here.  We were planninsg to host a physical gathering where we could all interact 

freely, but COVID-19 had other plans. And we are forced to meet on a virtual platform. 

 

I am presenting this message on behalf of our National Librarian and CEO, Mr Kepi Madumo who could not join us 

today due to ill health. This message is also on behalf of the entire Management of the National Library of South 

Africa (NLSA) and colleagues. 

 

We are very grateful to The Presidency and the Department of Sport, Arts and Culture (DSAC) for entrusting us with 

the huge task of implementing the Digitisation Project which is a great opportunity to digitise our collections and 

contribute to skills development in the sector. 

 

With the Presidential Employment Stimulus Package (PESP) funding we were able to: 

1. Provide short term employment to a total of 456 people since the project commenced in November 2020. Of 

the 456, 453 beneficiaries are youth.    

  

2. Provide much needed work experience to unemployed graduates, some who had been unemployed for more  

than four years. We have learnt that some of the young people who participated in this project have found 

either permanent or temporary employment.  

 

3. We were able to provide skills training which would assist to improve your CVs and give you a better chance  

of finding employment soon. As you know there is a shortage of trained metadata librarians, book binders and 

digitisation technicians in our country. We hope that very soon you will find employment with the unique skills 

that you have acquired through this project. 

 

4. We were able to invest in the latest equipment (some is still being procured) that will position both the NLSA 

and the National Archives and Records Services of South Africa (NARSSA) as centers of digitisation 

excellence. This might create work opportunities in the future. 
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It is important to inform you about your contribution to the NLSA and NARSSA through this project.  

 

Through your contributions: 

▪ NLSA digitised and uploaded 197 743 images onto our website: www.nlsa.ac.za  

▪ Bound 10 297 volumes 

▪ Provided metadata descriptions to over 161 000 items 

▪ NARSSA, despite challenges with the equipment and network connectivity, digitised over 49 000 records 

and prepared more than 473 000 records for digitisation 

 

You made it possible for us to digitise some of the most important historical documents in the country and make 

them accessible to researchers from all over the world! 

 

We are very proud of your contribution to both NARSSA and NLSA and you should be very proud of your 

contribution. 

 

We would like to wish you well in your future endeavours and hope that some of you will join us again in the future 

on other projects or even on a permanent basis. 

 

Please stay safe during the festive season, get vaccinated and have a blessed and a joyful festive season. 

 

I thank you. 

 

Ms Nokuthula Musa 

Acting National Librarian and CEO 


